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  MENOKIN           AFIELD  

A Letter From the President

Dear Friends:

Throughout the time that I have 
served as the President of the Menokin 
Foundation, I have often written 
about what this place means to me. 
Menokin is part of the fabric of 
my life, and of many of my close 
friends, colleagues and family.

I thought it would be appropriate 
to share the thoughts and words 
of others who have gained a special 
appreciation for Menokin, for the 
place, and for the work we are 
doing here. 

It is gratifying to know that through 
our efforts Menokin is special to 
many people, near and far.

W.  Tayloe Murphy,  Jr.
President

Fall 2014

[MENOKIN REVIEWS FROM RECENT VISITORS]

We were taking day trips for our summer vacation and 
stumbled upon this gem of a place. The visitors center 
was a fantastic experience and the plans for the ruins 
are awesome...can’t wait to see the finished product!

“

Talk about living history. Menokin has it all. It is much 
like the area, alive with history and to be the home 
of a signer of  The Declaration of Independence and 
open to the public...it doesn't get any better.

“

We have been visiting in the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck for some time, and decided it was 
time to see some of the historic sites. We stopped 
by at Menokin on the recommendation of some 
friends. What a fascinating place.

“

There’s one thing for sure...this project invites 
discussion and excitement. “
Very friendly and personable staff. Neat old house, 
looking forward to visiting again once the work on 
it is complete!

“
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Walter Isaacson, the writer and biographer of Steve Jobs, will 
be publishing a new book next month entitled The Innovators: 
How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the 
Digital Revolution. Isaacson focuses on several examples of 
how innovation actually happened in the real world. How 
did the most imaginative innovators of our time turn ideas 

into realities? Why 
did some succeed and 
others fail?   

At Menokin, we too 
are interested in 
innovation and how 
inventive ideas can turn 
into reality. Nearly 250 
years removed from the 
revolutionary ideas of 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
and his compatriots, we 
are reclaiming the spirit 
of visionary thinking 
that marked the birth 
of our nation.  

Our plans are not to 
reconstruct Menokin 
as a vestige of Colonial 
history—not to follow 
the conventional route 
and create yet another 
“house museum.” It’s 
a revolutionary idea, 

using glass to create a 
memory of what was, showcasing the intricate 18th-century 
details of what remains, and connecting the past to the future 
in relevant, daring ways. Preservation and innovation, history 
and modern conflict resolution, the building arts and the 
natural sciences—all will be part of the Menokin experience.

Isaacson’s Five Easy Theses explain 
innovation in the real world and are 
lessons we are trying to follow at 
Menokin: 

I.  Connect Art and Science: Steve Jobs became the 
most successful innovator in the modern age and as he 
told Isaacson, “I read something...about the importance of 
people who could stand at the intersection of humanities 
and sciences, and I decided that’s what I wanted to do.” 

II. Creativity Comes from Collaboration: Isaacson 
writes, “We often think of innovations as coming from 
a light bulb moment in a garage or garret.... Instead, most 
innovations of the Digital Age were done collaboratively.” 

III.  Collaboration Works Best in Person: “Among the 
myths of the Digital Age is that we would all be able to  
telecommute and collaborate electronically. Instead, the 
greatest innovations have come from people gathered in  
the flesh, on beanbag chairs rather than in chat rooms.” 

IV.  Vision Without Execution is Hallucination: But 
“(t)he corollary is that execution without vision is barren.” 

V.  Man is a Social Animal: “Almost every digital tool, 
whether designed for it or not, was commandeered by 
humans to create communities, facilitate communication, 
share things, and enable social networking.”

On the next page, read more about how Menokin is pursuing 
its vision through collaboration and creativity with a new 
advisory council of experts.

(Walter Isaacson’s article “Five Easy Theses” is in the October 2014 
issue of Vanity Fair magazine.)

What’s The Buzz?      
Lessons from Walter Isaacson’s 
new book The Innovators
A message from Executive Director, Sarah Pope

MENOKIN AS IT WAS

MENOKIN AS IT IS

MENOKIN AS IT WILL BE
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David Woodcock (Chair of 
SPAC), Professor Emeritus 
of Architecture and Director 
Emeritus, Center for Heritage 
Conservation, Texas A&M 
University

Elizabeth “Sissy” Crowther, 
President, Rappahannock  
Community College

Tom Phelps, Director of  
Public Programs, National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
(retired)

Doug Shipman, CEO, Center for 
Civil and Human Rights, Atlanta

Frank Vagnone, Executive  
Director, Historic House Trust 
of New York City and founder 
of the Anarchist Guide to  
Historic House Museums

Morris Vogel, President, Lower 
East Side Tenement Museum, 
New York City

Lydia Brandt, Assistant Professor 
of Arts and Media Arts, University 
of South Carolina

Kathleen Franz, Director, Public 
History Graduate Program, 
American University

Matt Webster, Director, Archi-
tectural Resources, Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation

Bob Campbell, Chief of Planning 
and Development, Chesapeake 
Bay Office, National Park Service 
joined us an ex-officio guest for 
the first meeting.

Menokin Strategic Programming Advisory  
Council Tackles Vision and Execution

Content Development: 

What stories do we tell?

Content Delivery

How do we tell these 

stories? To whom?  What will 

the visitor experience be?

Here is an insider’s look at the group’s discussion and  
recommendations after the first meeting:

On Day 1 of the meeting, the group engaged in extensive 
debate and discussion about the possible nature of programs 
that might use Menokin as a vehicle for experiences relevant in 
the 21st century. 

Frank Vagnone, Executive Director, Historic House Trust 
of New York City and founder of the Anarchist Guide to 

Historic House Museums, noted the dilemma that house museums do not excite 21st-
century audiences. As a way to make historic house museums more relevant to today’s 
audiences, the “anarchist approach” supports these tenants: 

• Deconstruct the paradigm with an emphasis on Community and Habitation
• Embrace the neighborhood in the programming, politically, contextually and  

programmatically
• Re-consider all the rules: stop telling people what they cannot do
• Choreograph experiences that allow for a full spectrum of movement
• Embrace complexity, conjecture, rumor, and simultaneity in the narrative
• Create environments that reflect real life habitation, not magazine spreads
• Engage the community in the process
• Be honest about the illusion of authenticity
• Embrace multiple theories of preservation
• Eliminate ‘denied’ spaces: bathrooms, attics, closets, etc.
• Consider site specific contemporary art ‘happenings’

(continued on page 7)

Members of SPAC gathered for a weekend 
meeting to discuss the critical thinking 
around Menokin’s Special Programs. 

Program Sustainability: 

How do we structure 

programs to be self-sustaining?

Program Advancement:

How do we package the 

programs to take advantage 

of funding sources?

On September 12 and 13, the Menokin Trustees 
and staff hosted a group of professional experts and 
visionaries in the museum and education fields at 
the Menokin site for the Foundation’s first Strategic 
Programming Advisory Council (SPAC) meeting. 
A feasible and fundable rehabilitation concept plan 
for the Menokin ruins has been completed by the 
interdisciplinary team led by Machado and Silvetti 
Associates. Now the Foundation is focusing on 
programs and operational sustainability. For their 
first meeting, the SPAC members were charged to 
consider content development and delivery and 
program sustainibility and advancement.
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C O U N T R Y  H O U S E .  C I T Y  H O U S E Two houses were built for 
members of one of Colonial 
Virginia’s most prominent families.

In 1769, John Tayloe II gave his daughter, 

Rebecca, a wedding gift—a large 

plantation and a soon-to-be-constructed 

home called Menokin, carved from the 

family plantation of Mt. Airy, in Richmond 

County, VA.

Rebecca’s new husband was Francis

Lightfoot Lee, of nearby Stratford Hall, who 

would go on to serve in the Continental 

Congress and sign the Declaration of 

Independence.

Following Rebecca and Francis’ deaths in 

1797,  Menokin passed into the hands of Rebecca’s 

younger brother, John Tayloe III. 

Around that same time he had begun 

construction on an urban winter home for  

his growing family in the newly-created  

federal city on the banks of the Potomac 

River. This house would come to be known 

as The Octagon. 

The Octagon has been owned by the American 

Institute of Architects (AIA) since 1902. 

The Menokin property is given to Rebecca Tayloe and her new 
husband, Francis Lightfoot Lee

The house is completed and the Lees move in

Francis and Rebecca die within months of one another, with no 
children

Rebecca’s younger brother John Tayloe III gains title to Menokin

Menokin is home to John Tayloe Lomax, the first professor of law 
at the University of Virginia

Menokin is purchased by Benjamin Boughton

The property is purchased by Richard Henry Harwood

Menokin is purchased by John L. Irgens

Property is purchased at public auction by the Belfield family after 
Irgens defaults on payments

Menokin is bequeathed to E. Stuart Omohundro in Alfred H. 
Belfield’s will

Historic American Buildings Survey documentation of Menokin is 
performed

Menokin is vacant for the next 30 years and slowly collapses

Original plans for Menokin found among Tayloe family papers at 
Mount Airy

Interior architectural elements and woodwork are removed from the 
deteriorating house for safekeeping

Menokin designated a National Historic Landmark

T. Edgar Omohundro gives the Menokin property, as well as the 
removed woodwork, to the Menokin Foundation

1769

1771

1797

1800

1809 - 1818

1823

1836

1872

1879

1935

1940 - 1949

1960

1964

1968

1969

1995

MENOKIN

John Tayloe III is born at Mount Airy

John Tayloe III is sent to England for school

John Tayloe III marries Anne Ogle of Annapolis, MD

Construction begins on the Octagon in Washington, DC

The Tayloes move in to the Octagon

President Madison and his family reside in the Octagon after the 
White House is burned by the British during the War of 1812, and 
he signs the Treaty of Ghent in the upstairs study in February 1815

John Tayloe III dies

Anne Ogle Tayloe dies and her children rent the Octagon to a series 
of tenants, including a girls’ school and the U.S. government

The Octagon become a tenement apartment building and houses as 
many as 10 families at a time

The American Institute of Architects rents, and later purchases, the 
Octagon to serve as its national headquarters

The Octagon designated a National Historic Landmark

The Octagon opens as a museum

Current AIA headquarters building is completed, located behind 
the Octagon at 1735 New York Avenue, NW

Extensive restoration of the Octagon returns the building to its  
Tayloe-era appearance

1771

1785

1792

1799

1802

1814-1815

1828

1855

1886

1898

1961

1970

1973

1989-1995

THE OCTAGON

Menokin is 

now under the 

stewardship of 

The Menokin 

Foundation, 

which oversees 

the care and 

interpretation of the house, the remaining historic 

fabric, and 500 of the original 1,000 acre plantation. 

The Menokin Foundation holds 

education as a crucial part 

of its mission and uses the 

house and the landscape as 

tools to teach about historic 

and natural resource conser-

vation to people of all ages.

The AIA Foundation works to 

promote and educate the public about great design that 

is sustainable, accessible, resilient, and healthy, and the 

importance of preserving past great design for future 

generations.

The collaboration of these 

institutions is the outcome 

of a desire to provide robust, 

educational resources and 

learning opportunities in 

all conservation disciplines. 

JOHN TAYLOE II

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE

JOHN TAYLOE III

Through Their Eyes:
A Photographic Journey 

Photographers Hullihen Williams Moore 
and Frances Benjamin Johnston take 
the viewer on a travel through time in 
this premier exhibit Through Their Eyes: 
A Photographic Journey. The featured 
images  compare and contrast features 
of Menokin as they were in 1930, and 
those same features as they exist today.

TOP: office dependency intact and two 
remaining walls

CENTER: staircase and carved staircase 
ornament

BOTTOM: front facade of the house and 
detail of the stone arch that surrounded 
the front entrance

Read more about these photographers on Page 5.
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Menokin is hitting the 
road this fall, spread-
ing the word about 
the most unique and 
engaging conservation 
and preservation proj-
ect in America today. 

Our first stop is Boston, where we will present Through Their 
Eyes: A Photographic Journey, an exhibit of Menokin photog-
raphy by Frances Benjamin Johnston and Hullihen Williams 
Moore. This event will be at the St. Botolph Club and features 
a presentation by the lead architect on the Menokin project, 
Jorge Silvetti, of Machado and Silvetti Associates. 

The St. Botolph Club is a private institution established in 
1880 “for the purpose of promoting social intercourse among 
persons connected with, or interested in, the arts, humani-
ties, and sciences.” The club is noted for supporting emerging 
artists in New England and for being a haven for students and 
patrons of the arts, humanities, and sciences around Boston. 

Menokin will also be visiting Washington, DC in collabora-
tion with the AIA Foundation to present Country House, City 
House, an exhibition exploring the relationship between two 
Tayloe houses: Menokin and The Octagon. This exhibition 
will feature student projects from Jorge Silvetti’s Harvard 
Graduate School of Design studio class on Menokin entitled 
Ruins, Memory and Imagination and a detailed look at the 
relationship between The Octagon House and Menokin 
through their shared owner, John Tayloe III. The photographs 
by Hullihen Williams Moore and Francis Benjamin Johnston 
will also be on display as part of this exhibit. 

Education and architecture are at the center of the missions of 
both the Menokin Foundation and the American Institute of 
Architects Foundation. In an effort to fulfill this educational 
mission, the two foundations agreed to share the vision for 
Menokin and the revolutionary architectural ideas which are 
being applied to this National Historic Landmark. 

2012 - 2014: HULLIHEN WILLIAMS MOORE

Through his work as a landscape photographer, 
Hullihen Moore seeks the wonder, power, and beauty 
of the wildness of nature, as well as the mystery 
and beauty of historic and rural structures. In 1979, 

Moore studied with 
Ansel Adams in Yosemite 
National Park. In addition, 
he has studied landscape 
photography and fine 
print making with noted 

landscape photographers John Sexton and Philip 
Hyde. His work is part of the permanent collection of 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and is held in the 
art collections of major corporations. His 2003 book, 
Shenandoah: Views of Our National Park, contains 51 
images, made over more than 20 years. From grand 
vistas and waterfalls to the delicate unfurling of new 
ferns, his images capture the singular appeal that  
attracts visitors to the park each year.

1930: FRANCES BENJAMIN JOHNSTON

When Frances Benjamin Johnston was a girl,  
George Eastman gave her one of his newfangled  
little cameras. This gift launched a long career that 
took her to Paris, the White House, New York City, 

most of the U.S., and much 
of the world. At first, she  
photographed the famous 
and the rich with her big 
view camera and its eight-
by-ten-inch negatives. But 
in 1928, she chanced upon 
the old houses of Fredericks-
burg, VA, and mounted an 
exhibit in New York of more 

than 200 photographs. From then on, she devoted 
her career to capturing architecture throughout  
the country. In the 1930s, she made many trips to  
Virginia’s Northern Neck to photograph the famous 
Colonial mansions and churches between the  
Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers.

MENOKIN
ON THE ROAD
EXHIBITS COME TO BOSTON 
AND WASHINGTON, DC

n

n
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interning and learning
 INTERN PROJECTS BRING NEW PERSPECTIVES TO MENOKIN

In the Summer of 2014, Menokin was lucky enough to 
benefit from the time and talents of three interns. These 
students helped to expand our educational offerings, market 
Menokin over social media and beyond, share our story 
with students of architectural history and historic preser-
vation, and document the priceless woodwork collection 
found at the Martin Kirwan King Visitors’ Center. 

This fall, Katlyn Burns, an American University graduate  
student in the Public History Program, is developing digital 
lesson plans regarding the history of Menokin Road as the 

primary thoroughfare of the Northern Neck. This project is 
partially funded through the support of the River Counties 
Community Foundation. The lesson plans will be used in 
schools across the Northern Neck in partnership with the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library and Historic 
Christchurch.

Our interns come from near and far and have varying 
educational backgrounds. Each brought a unique perspective 
to our project and helped us to put a fresh spin on what we 
do here at Menokin and why we do it. 

EMILY LYTH: (middle) Emily is pursuing a degree 
through Drexel University’s online degree program. She 
lives in Richmond County with her family and has been 
an intern at Menokin since April 2014. This summer,  
she assisted us in developing some new educational 
programs for local middle schoolers. She continues here 
through the school year assisting the staff with various 
projects and sharing her beautiful photographs through 
Menokin’s Instagram and Facebook feeds. 

ALLIE LYTH: (top) Allie is a rising junior at Christopher Newport University, pursuing a degree 
in communications with a minor in history. Allie has interned at Menokin for the last two years 
and joined us this summer to create a database of preservation programs across the U.S. for 

use in marketing the Menokin Project as an educational 
opportunity for students of architecture and historic 
preservation. 

BRI BASILE: (bottom) Bri is a rising sophomore at Penn 
State, pursuing a degree in Architectural Engineering. 
She is a native of Allentown, PA, and spent six weeks at 
Menokin this summer helping us to catalogue the historic 
woodwork collection in the Martin Kirwan King Visitor’s 
Center and to create a video narrative of a kayaking trip 

on Cat Point Creek. Bri immersed herself in the mission of Menokin and the 
exploration of Virginia and the Northern Neck.  
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If you or someone you 

know is interested in 

learning more about 

internship opportunities 

at Menokin, contact Alice 

French at 804-333-1776, 

or email her at afrench@

menokin.org.
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View upcoming programs and  
events at menokin.org/events.

I f  i t  l o o k s  l i ke  a  d u c k .  .  .

Say hello to the first graduating class 
of Duck Stamp Camp. This group of 
campers spent four afternoons in 
August kayaking, studying, drawing, 
painting, and learning about all things 
duck related. 

There was a lot of enthusiasm for the 
program—among the campers and the 
counselors—and a 
general agreement 
that their time had 
been enjoyable, 
informational and 
FUN!

Participating sites 
included Rappahan-
nock Wildlife Refuge, 
Menokin, and Westmoreland State 
Park. Numerous local organizations 
participated in the planning and 
implementation of Duck Stamp Camp.

(continued from page 3)...SPAC Meeting

The group agreed 
that Menokin 
provided a unique 
opportunity to 
serve as a backdrop 
or stage setting for 
multiple stories and 
that the combina-
tion of house and 
land was a setting  
that could, as stated 

in the the Menokin Foundation mission, “provide an opportunity for a better 
understanding of the fields of history, architecture, archeology, ecology, and other 
areas of the humanities, by developing innovative scholarship and new practices 
in conservation.”

The SPAC suggested future program development over three phases:

FOCUS (Year 1):  The concept is to save the house and begin the work on 
related parts of the site and save the memories and stories connected with the local  
community, as well as the workers and professionals as they work on the house.  
An oral history initiative and project based programs and field schools will be 
developed.

RECONSIDERATION (Years 1 through 3):  Through reconsideration, the 
Menokin Foundation will match programs to mission and message. Research 
and scholarship will take a closer look at Menokin, the people who lived there 
over the centuries, and the larger landscape.

EXPANSION (Years 4 through 10):  The Foundation will celebrate the 
remade Menokin and continue to develop programs that establish Menokin as 
an internationally-recognized learning center for heritage and natural resource 
conservation.

The SPAC will be meeting again in the 
near future and we will keep you apprised 
of their findings and the Foundation’s 
progress with its program initiatives.

Staff, Trustees and Advisors toured the ruins and the site.

Menokin must be an active place and a catalyst for  
community development and conversation.  
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The Menokin Foundation has received a $99,000 award 
from the National Park Service Chesapeake Bay Office to 
design and implement its public access project on Cat Point 
Creek, a tributary of the Rappahannock River.  This is one 
of eight financial assistance awards the National Park Service 
Chesapeake Bay Office made to assist 
local partners who are designing and 
implementing projects that provide 
citizens with recreational access to the 
Chesapeake and tributary rivers.  

The project will allow visitors, includ-
ing those with physical limitations, to 
drive to a drop-off area at the wa-
terfront, and provide a turn-around 
and extra parking. The area has been 
identified as an indigenous cultural landscape, retaining the 
natural and cultural resources that supported the lifeways of 
American Indians at the time Captain John Smith explored 
the Rappahannock in 1609.  “This project allows us to of-
fer an enhanced recreational experience to the community 

and to tell the multi-layered story of this special place,” said 
Foundation Executive Director, Sarah Pope. “I am thrilled to 
see the public have this additional access to the Captain John 
Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail,” said NPS Super-
intendent Chuck Hunt.  “In my travels around the water-

shed, I frequently hear how improved 
access to the rivers and Bay leads to a 
greater quality of life and appreciation 
of our need to protect and restore the 
Chesapeake.”

Funding for public access projects 
serving local communities comes 
through the Chesapeake Bay Gate-
ways and Water Trails Network, a 
congressionally authorized program of 

the National Park Service. The Chesapeake Bay Office of the 
National Park Service administers the Gateways Network of 
partner sites, and also manages two of the nation’s nineteen 
national historic trails—the Star-Spangled Banner and the 
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail. 

Menokin Awarded Financial Assistance from National Park Service


